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Broad Board

AbbasAli Yarahmadi

English Language and Literature, BA, ‘98

Trust is one of the deepest concepts in human
life that can sometimes have irreparable con-
sequences if used in the wrong place. There-
fore, such things should be learned at an early
age. Research has shown that people learn dif-
ferent concepts better through playing games
since playing is a fun process. In today’s
modern world, the best way to learn it can be
via playing video games. Many famous game
companies have included such issues in their
productions. Rockstar, for example, is always
trying to incorporate the concept of trust and
betrayal into its games. This issue is evident
in a masterpiece from this company called
“Red Dead Redemption 2”. In this game, you
play the role of Arthur Morgan, a member of
the rebellious gang of Dutch Van Der Linde.
Dutch Van Der Linde is the gang’s leader and
Micah Bell is one of the gang’s best gunsling-
ers.

In the course of the game story, this group
experiences many ups and downs through
which members of the gang reveal their true
selves. Micah is an aggressive and high-
ly ambitious person. In one of the missions,
you have to save Micah who was imprisoned
due to his excessive ambition as a result of a
failed robbery. This will increase his trust in
you in the group. But in the final episodes,
there are suspicious moves from Micah that
Arthur informs Dutch about, but Micah has
brainwashed Dutch in a way that he suspects
Arthur, whom he used to call “HIS SON”,

the extent of the losses.
Scan the QR code to read more.

«Not you!»

and he thinks Arthur is jealous of Micah. It
goes on to reveal that Micah was an infiltra-
tor of the rival gang, the Pinkertons. He was
responsible for destroying the Dutch’s gang
from within. All of this ends with the death
of Arthur Morgan in an intra-gang conflict.
On the contrary, there is another gang mem-
ber named John Marston, who is the protago-
nist of the previous version of the same game.
Just like Micah, he escapes from prison with
the help of Arthur. But Marston stays with Ar-
thur until the last moment, and even after his
death, he takes revenge on Arthur’s death by
finding Micah’s place and killing him. At first
glance, you might think that our main charac-
ter here is Arthur Morgan, but this is not the
case. The main decision-maker here is Dutch
since he’s the “Leader” of the gang. After sev-
eral unsuccessful robberies, Dutch thinks that
the gang’s trust in him as the “Brain” of the
group has been lost, which is why he’s doing
everything he can to regain his lost charisma.
This is the time when Dutch has no mental
stability & he’s in desperate need of being ac-
cepted by someone. Micah who is aware of
this, approaches and brainwashes him so that
he doubts his most trusted people, John and
Arthur. At the end of the game, Dutch realizes
his mistake & helps John in his revenge, but
it’s too late and Arthur is gone.

As it turns out, this game deals with the psy-
chological aspects that are very important in
the concept of trust. When we do not receive
the expected acceptance from those around us
and when we do not have enough mental sta-
bility, people just like Micah may abuse our

COULD THE GREATEST WORKS OF LITERATURE BE UNDISCOVERED?

When the great library at Alexandria went up in flames, it is said that the books took six months to burn.
We can’t know if this is true. Exactly how the library met its end, and whether it even existed, have been
subjects of speculation for more than 2,000 years. For two millennia, we’ve been haunted by the idea that
what has been passed down to us might not be representative of the vast corpus of literature and knowl-
edge that humans have created. It’s a fear that has only been confirmed by new methods for estimating
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trust in real life and manipulate our minds. So,
probably we would be the next Dutch. To trust
one another is a complex concept that should
happen in a pyramid-like process meaning
that you should take the steps one at a time
and fulfill the 1st stage then move on to the
next ones that finally lead to the peak of the
pyramid, “a secure level of trust”. These were
just a few lessons of what this masterpiece
and its multi-layered characters can teach us.
I highly recommend you to play this game be-
cause “ Red Dead Redemption 2 ““ isn’t just a
video game, it’s a second life that you can live
without being incarnated.

Episode VI: Psychopomp Squads (Legions of Lethargy)

». Moein Khazaei
English Language and Literature, BA, ‘98

“*What is war?’, I would ask myself time
and time again when I was younger”, said
Lord Chancellor, sitting upon his hell-bound
stallion, regarding the vast ocean of soldiers
marching towards those of his own. “Today, |
shall finally see for myself.” Beside him was
The Son, his gaze blank and devoid of sensa-
tion.

“Where is Lord Share?” his godfather (if ei-
ther of them could still think of their relation-
ship as a father-son one) asked; “I have not
seen him since we parted last night.”

“Nor have 1.”

The statesman, whom had been mentioned in
dispatches many times before, was now meet-
ing in secrecy with his old political adversary.
Finding little hope in the success of the free-
dom-seekers he had sided with, he had decid-
ed to reveal the strategic information of Lord
Chancellor’s army to His Majesty, “in return
for seven hundred caskets filled to the brim
with golden coins”.

“You made the wisest decision possible”, said
Lord Wealth, proffering a golden cup of red
wine, “Here’s to our lucrative contract.”
“May He reign an eternity of rebellions, and
abort them one by one”.

They raised a toast and drank to The Over-
lord’s health. Few seconds had passed when
Lord Share felt like two invisible hands were
squeezing his throat, trying to choke him. As
if to assist the first pair, he held both his hands
around his neck, fighting for breath. He saw
The King enter the tent, accompanied by The
Black Sword and a number of other soldiers.
“Send his chopped-off head to their camp, lest
they forget what venomous beast greets those
who poison my kingdom’s atmosphere.”
Thousands had gathered round the box carried

The Overlord

by His Majesty’s messenger, observing the as-
phyxiated head pitilessly.

“So that’s what’ll become of all of us today,
huh?

“Marvelous, innit?”’

“It’s ravens against eagles.”

“Owls versus serpents.”

“Mortals facing tyrants.”

“Tooth for an eye; and nail.”

Ever since his youth had begun, The Son had
wished for his final hour to come; but now
that it was so closely at hand, he took fright
at the mere thought of it. His mind was ruth-
lessly projecting visions of The Beauty, and
the heart-rending state he had abandoned her
in. He couldn’t help but recall the eyes that
had cried until they were painted the same
color as her lips. Should he have eloped with
her? Would she have agreed to leave her dear-
est father behind? How far could they have
possibly reached? Far enough to be out of the
all-seeing Eye’s reach? Would they have lived
a happy life? The two reclusive souls that they
were? Keeping all their tender love to them-
selves, as well as their vulgar hatred?
Endless questions without answers; that is the
quintessence of human consciousness. Miser-
able is he who cannot discard the former, and
idiot he who exhausts his life looking for the
latter.

It was noontide. All was the clamor of spears
piercing shields, swords clashing and batter-
ing the armors of warriors, the ground beneath
their feet bathing in their blood. One more
drop of unblackened blood, one more pound
of disinterested flesh, one more unfulfilled
breath, and thus the higher cause is served.

The Princess had long kept an eye out for Lord
Chancellor. Seeing him surrounded by a pack
of horsemen, whom he was audaciously fight-
ing back, she seized the moment and ran to

claw at her prey, in the same manner that car-
rion crows do.

“Move away! That filthy traitor is mine alone.”
Lord Chancellor looked around to see whence
the infernal voice came.

“You betrayed my father and killed my broth-
er, and today you will pay back for both.”
She put an arrow next to her bow and pulled
the string with all her might. Seeing her re-
lease the arrow, Lord Chancellor covered his
face with his hands and cowered. A moment
passed. He uncovered his face and stood
straight. The face he saw facing his own was
not that of the Angel of Death welcoming him
at the gateways of the hereafter. It was his but-
ler, trembling, coughing blood, falling.

He wailed and made to take his dying hands in
his own, but The Princess came striking at him
with her sword. The Son arrived at the scene.
The two fought against her and wounded her in
the chest. In another minute The Black Sword
also joined this grotesque orgy, and the four of
them took turns scarring and getting scarred.
The Son was the first to fall down. As The
Princess was gathering her remaining force to
force her sword into his skull, Lord Chancellor
slashed at her back with his dagger. As soon
as she was down, The Black Sword locked
his left arm around Lord Chancellor’s waist
from behind, and slit his throat with his right
arm. The Son crawled towards a soldier lay-
ing a stone’s throw from him, picked his spear,
and threw it at The Black Sword. He, too, fell
down with a deafening shrill.

One of the commanders, upon beholding these
occurrences, ordered the soldiers to retreat,
and sent one of them to give His Majesty the
news of what had hitherto taken place, and ask
for further commands.

So you ask what war is? Why, nothing but
a tapestry narrating the story of Uncle Rick
milking the sheep and butchering the meek.

A half truth is a
whole lie

Farnaz Bahari
English Language and Literature, BA, ‘98

Every day we get bombarded with new infor-
mation not limited to news from all around
the world, new inventions, or a developed
type of virus that will conquer the world. The
amount of input we receive every day is from
different sources of media. Different for each
generation and individual, the sources of col-
lecting the news can be different as well. the
two most important ones though are TV and
Social Media. These two media directly affect
each other. But why and how do social media
affect the audience’s judgment of TV news?

It is believed by society that TV news tries to
show a more optimistic picture rather than a
realistic one. They believe due to the politics
of a country, TV news filters everything and
gives away the parts they want the audience
to receive. In contrast, social media has no fil-
ters. The correspondents are the people. There
are no boundaries between the news, the peo-
ple who have provided them, and the other
group who receive them.

However, through this “realistic” window of
social media can be seen dozens of fake news
that only aim to draw the attention of the au-
dience. It is only one’s wits and intellect that
help them maintain a stable relationship be-
tween fake and the original information they
are being fed. People are usually confused
about what and who to believe. In such cases,
people turn to others like themselves. They do
not trust journalists and the news because they
want “the truth.” Unofficial accounts and ver-
nacular explanations have many fans in times
like this.

In other words, distrust comes from gaps in
between information offered by the media.
Wits set pieces of puzzles together and seek
accurate answers. Therefore, the first missing
piece of a puzzle will ruin an empire built on
trust. Also, television news causes frustration
for the subject because they tell the audience
how to think and broadcast information by
dictating to them the possible interpretations.
But, there is a bridge between the news and
the audience that can inject trust into the
minds of the latter and accomplish an import-
ant mission. Journalists, as a bridge between
the news and the audience, have a mission to
gain citizens’ trust. It is like their social and
moral charge and they should know that their
job is to educate, inform, and entertain the au-
dience. A journalist should be able to resolve
the confusing mass of online as well as offline
information sources.

The case of difficulty in trusting the news is an
international problem. As an example, a study
has shown that many Americans are skeptical
of the news media by questioning the works
of the journalists and their intentions which
are usually affected by their political, ethi-
cal, and social tendencies. Nevertheless, it is
concluded that American citizens are willing
to believe in the news if it covered incidents
that are familiar to them. From a psychologi-
cal point of view, a person is more willing to
enjoy something if they are experts in that era
or are at least familiar with it.

In conclusion, to make the public trust the
news there should be a good connection be-
tween citizens and public institutions. In the
age of technology, political and social le-
gitimacy should catch up with the ongoing
public speeches and cannot be isolated from
them. In contemporary democracies, citizens
feel the urge of being able to run their world,
otherwise cannot, in anyways, trust televi-
sion news, and that is when journalism fails
to moderate a meaningful interaction between
the public and their representatives.
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