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The Overlord

Episode V: The Dark before the Doom

» . Moein Khazaei
English Language and Literature, ‘98

The moon was full, shining its rays upon
the spears and the helmets of the troops of
soldiers who had been called to arms. Es-
caping through the catacombs, Lord Chan-
cellor had mounted the stallion which had
been brought forth upon the raven’s notice,
and was now within the rebels’ territory. His
wound was bleeding like a crying vampire.
He went to the generals’ camp, where his
daughter, his butler, The Son, Lord Share,
and some officers in charge of uniting the
masses had gathered. Upon seeing him in
such a saddening state, they all let out a cry
of angst, and hastened towards him to see
what misfortune had befallen their leader. He
narrated what had happened at the palace in
as many words as his agitated soul allowed
him to, adding “this incident will force us to
change our plans. They have surely become
aware of The Prince’s
death and my disappear-
ance by now, and have
declared Martial Law.
We shall prepare our le-
gions and march towards
the capital tomorrow, or
else they will gain the
upper hand”.
“But our soldiers are not
ready”, Lord Share pro-
tested.
“There is no other choice
at the moment”, he re-
plied.
“I'm also in favor of
Lord Share’s opinion,
excellency”, his but-
ler said. “Besides, your
present condition is cer-
tainly not one that would
have you take part in
battle. You must rest for
the time being”.
“Yes, dear father”, his
daughter begged with
teary eyes. “Please fol-
low these gentlemen’s
advice”.

“But if we stay idle
here, they will massacre
each and every one of
us!” he uttered in pain.
The Beauty took The Son
in the arm and entreated
him to try and change her
father’s mind, now that
he was rejecting all the
others. Shame made him
turn red and look away,
murmuring, “Heart-bro-
ken as I am, there is nothing that I, or anyone
else, can do to prevent what destiny has got
up its sleeves for us”.

“How dare you”, Lord Chancellor pain-
fully groaned, “to say that all our fates are
pre-written and we can do nothing save to
surrender? What the devil have we been do-
ing for the past seven years then?”
“Forgive me, my lord. If you’d rather suf-
fer me to be dishonestly optimistic than to
boldly, and perhaps uncourteously, speak
my mind, I will take your command”.

“I don’t want you to be bloody dishonest;
but I’ve also had enough of your poetic non-
sense! If you aren’t willing to fight, I grant
you the liberty to take off your sword and
armor and walk away. Can’t you see that ev-
erybody’s spirit is already so low so as not to
need any further sinking?”

“With all due respect, sir, you cannot grant
me any liberty; for you are not the one who

has taken it away; for there is not anyone
who has taken it away; for it has never exist-
ed. I will stand by your side, and I will fight,
and I will die; not because I’m willing to do
so, rather simply because life has put no oth-
er ground in front of me to tread on. None of
us is here because we willed so, but because
The Overlord exists and has imposed this
predicament on us”.

Two of the people whom he had tried to
protect from the wrong-doings of a most
wicked king had wounded him that night:
the former in the body, and the latter, much
more gravely, in the soul. Albeit, The Son’s
words did not strike him as the outburst of
an ungrateful man. For the first time in his
life, he felt literally like an old man, and The
Son was merely a mirror, exposing how time
had poignantly rewarded a lifetime of efforts
through wrinkled cheeks and gray hair. As if
the whole meaning of his existence depend-
ed on The Son’s opinions, he desperately en-

deavored for the last time to reconcile them

with his own, “But what if we win this bat-
tle, son? What if we shatter the cruel king’s
crown and throne, and make Nihitsch a won-
derful place for all to live in?”

“Even if we do succeed in getting out of
this carnage “invicta pugiles”, what shall
we live for afterwards? To see you becom-
ing the second Overlord taking control of
Nihitsch?”

“Why would you think that I might have the
least interest in becoming the new king?”
“It makes no difference to change the one
who sits upon that throne; it’s in its very
nature to infuse in the sitter an insatiable
lust for keeping it, and a nightmarish fear of
losing it. To hold possession of power and
swear that you will use it solely to serve the
higher cause, is like diving into an ocean
and swearing that you will not get drenched
at all”.

“Have I also used my power all this time
solely to serve myself?” Lord Chancellor
could almost feel hot tears welling up in his
eyes.

“Pardon me. I know that I shall feel eternally
indebted to you for preserving my life; but
I’m quite incapable of doing that. I can help
neither feeling disgusted with my being,
nor seeing that you saved my life not be-
cause you pitied an orphaned boy, but only
because you could well esteem that an in-
jured soul seeking revenge would eventually
prove to be a most desirous soldier fighting
in your army”’.

His godfather could no longer stand his
ground. He already felt defeated. All his
efforts to purify his deeds and thoughts
had turned out to be good for nothing. Her
daughter addressed The Son, “but even if we
get killed in this battle, we shall enjoy an
eternity of blessings in the afterlife for...”
“The Celestial Realm is merely a fairy tale,
and the fact that many
build their creed based
on it doesn’t make it
less of a fairy tale. One
could put a cactus in
front of oneself and call
it the fairest rose a thou-
sand times a day; yet the
heartless plant will never
sacrifice its thorn to be
laid upon one’s grave”.
All were sitting silently
around the burning fire,
ruminating on the life
they had led, whose ter-
mination seemed to be
only a matter of time.
Turning towards The
Son one more time, The
Beauty said sorrowfully,
“and you shall leave me
once the day breaks, and
I shall neither see nor
hear of you anymore?
Not even a memento to
find solace in?”

“My fairest lady, what
could the son of a worth-
less poet offer but the
spontaneous overflow of
his emotions?” And he
began to hum in a mel-
ancholic melody:

In pools of blood the
dogs of war are grown
The flames that they ig-
nite outdo the fog

For those bereft of blade,
no grave is dug

Beneath the barren soil,
what can be sown?

O’ eyes, behold the tragic play of life
Demise of all the born, a word to mark

The hounds, by whims of Father Chaos bark
Disclose the sheath of death, and twist the
knife

But came and went again the silver gleam
So did the twilight set the sky ablaze

For us to rot upon the “stage of fools”

What purpose served? What folly shall it
mean

That I be thrown in this elusive haze

For Him to kill with dolls, His choiceless
tools?

The day eventually dawned, and crystalline
tears flew silently down The Beauty’s rosy
cheeks, as she beheld The Poet vanish out of
her sight for the last time.
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You wake up, go to work; you go back home
and to sleep; until you open your eyes again
the next morning to extend this vicious cy-
cle. You play an important role in this colony
of ants. The gear of this Kafkaesque society
fuels with your sweat and tears to move and
function properly. Does it really matter what
you have in mind anymore? The things that
occupy your mind and make you rebelliously
avoid sleeping at night? When in traffic sit-
ting on a bus seat, what makes your feelings
overflow so spontaneously that it compels
you to recollect them with caressing of a pen
in tranquillity?

These days, with the technological advance-
ment of human societies, it seems that human
beings are gradually rotting from within and
becoming insensitive parts of this huge de-
vice. It seems that abstraction is no longer a
priority in the reality of this world. It reminds
me of the story of a child who abandoned his
old folks in a dark corner of this world. What
is the meaning of humanity now? other than
the philosophy of the worker ant? Or the dy-
ing imagination? Or inhumanity?

The humanities have no place in an inhumane
society. While this inhumanity in a way is
caused by the lack of the humanities itself;
In other words, cold, in the physics world,
is defined by the absence of heat. Modern
human considers himself to be “advanced”;
Like a one-winged crippled hawk that proud-
ly claims to be the meister of all mountains.
In today’s society, human feels a void in his
depth and, according to Aristotle, naturally
comes to abhor that void. But what a pity
that the key is within himself, yet he fails
to find it.

Sometimes you have to give yourself a hand
in order to save yourself. To reconcile with
humanity, we must return to the principles
of being human. Because the technological
human being without imagination is no dif-
ferent than being a dead human.




