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From the new iPhones and iPads to the
footage of singing naked babies flying
above the Grand Canyon and the image
of an apathetic monkey with sunglass-
es, nowadays people spend their hard-
earned (?) money on useless things for
some apparent reasons.

Apple Inc., the gigantic technology com-
pany, holds different conferences during
a year, in which it introduces many new
devices and services. However, these
“new” devices do not truly offer even
something remotely different to the
buyers. For instance, Apple recently in-
troduced iPhone SE 2022 for $429. The
problem is that the only dissimilarity
between this and the 2020 model is the
CPU chipset. Apple kept the design, the
camera, the screen, etc., and only includ-
ed the new SoC and expected consumers
to buy this “new” product with a price
bump of $30. But that is not the worst
part. Apple users become so hyped about
the new device that they pre-order it, as
they usually do with Apple new devices,
to “experience the innovations Apple
brought them this year”. Since usually
there is no clear distinction between old
and new products, it is quite clear that
Apple’s popularity and huge success is
due to the brand and the lifestyle it sells
rather than the product itself.

Though, people do spend their money
on other things too. Buying a better,
bigger house or a new car, in some cas-
es, makes total sense, as the new item
brings the consumer more comfort and
convenience. But camping outside an
Apple Store, and paying $500 (even for
the cheapest iPhone in the market) ev-
ery year only to take better selfies with a
Starbucks coffee in one hand while smil-
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ing, and then posting it on social media
to get more likes, has nothing to do with
comfort or convenience, it rather roots
in the idea that a person’s happiness and
wellbeing depends mainly on buying
goods and owning material possessions,
and showing them off to the people he
has contact with.

Consumerism or Competitive Consum-
erism is the term for it. People often
buy items they do not need, and they
do this to promote the idea that they
are superior to their neighbors. For in-
stance, many accumulate useless items
in the house only to condescend to the
people they know. There is no doubt
that iPhone 13 Pro Max users look down
upon anyone who has an Android phone
as if they belong to the first generation
of Olympian Gods and others are just
mere mortals. So do the NFT buyers,
as this gives them a hollow feeling of
self-importance. Interestingly, people
recently started buying digital “art piec-
es” (NFTs) with real money. Art pieces,
which literally are NOT considered fine
arts and can be downloaded free through
websites (and more importantly, can be
copied many times as well!), are now
worth millions of Dollars. Although it
more or less makes sense that for the
sake of supporting one’s favorite artist
someone would buy NFTs, it is not, with
any logic, understandable nor justifi-
able to give 20,000$ to Logan Paul for
preposterous short video clips that can
be simply watched on YouTube. Con-
sumerism has its benefits but it also has
some downsides.

Yes, consumerism increases the pro-
duction (and the quality) of goods and
services, and yes, it is advantageous to
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the GDP rise, but on the other hand, it
directly has a negative effect on the en-
vironment; significantly affects cultural
values; leads to a materialistic society
with low standards of moralities; and in-
creases Status Anxiety which generates
poorer moods. In a consumerist context,
a person who builds the whole founda-
tion of his life and satisfactory needs
based on collecting possessions always
suffers from the sheer power of greed
and feeling of inadequacy.

With all this being said, it is remotely ac-
ceptable to pay 2.8 million Dollars for a
Bored Ape in robe de chamber (a BAYC
NFT), and hundreds of dollars for Ap-
ple products (just an example, nothing
personal!) annually and such, given that
this consumption of goods does not turn
into mental distress and a terrible habit
of compulsive shopping.
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There were more passers-by on the streets
of the capital than there were during any
other time of the year, for it was the an-
niversary of His Majesty’s coronation.
Ambassadors and representatives from
many other lands and kingdoms were on
their way to the castle. As they beheld
this carnival of camels and asses carrying
party-goers, Nihitsch inhabitants couldn’t
help but recall the day when they were
told not to have any festivities, now to
see their own food and wine poured down
the throat of these foreigners. Observing
all this, the poor folks silently sharpened
their blades of vindictiveness.

The interior of the castle was swarmed
with people; the lords and the ministers
of the kingdom welcoming the new-com-
ers, soldiers seeing to the security of the
guests, young maidens suffering disagree-
able men to carouse with them in all dis-
graceful manners, and a group of actors
preparing to put their special entertain-
ment into action. The King took much
delight in drama, especially if it featured
music. He specifically admired those
types of plays in which the brave ones al-
ways courageously conquer regions and
lands, and he would punish the directors
if a character’s fate was decided by any-
one or anything other than his king.

All the spectators were too thrilled to ac-
knowledge the absence of Lord Chancel-
lor, except for The Prince. He knew about
his godfather’s hatred against crowded
gatherings of any kind, and knew, too,
where he could precisely find him. As he
was nearing his mansion, taking each step
more hesitantly than the previous one, he
recalled all that had happened between
his twin sister and him. “You rascal,” she
had said scornfully, “turning your back on
your blood relatives and conspiring with
that traitor, hoping that he will put her
harlot’s hand in yours.”

“What”, he had stammered, trembling
fearfully “are you talking about?”
“Don’t take me for a fool like yourself.
I heard everything you and Chancellor
were saying. What other promises has he
fooled you with? What act of treason are
you helping him with? The time of what
has come?”

He had been unable to utter a single word.

“Open your eyes, you clown. If he really
wants to bond the two of you, why has
he been ditching you for seven bloody
years? He’s been just abusing you, raising
you to share the same stupid beliefs with
him. ‘Knowledge over superstition, wis-
dom over rage, and fighting for the bet-
ter cause over developing savage skills of
war’; and I’'m the one who’s been called a
little girl all these years!”

He had instantly recalled all that his god-
father had confided in him about The
Son, and had immediately decided that
his eyes were eventually seeing his true
enemy.

“Now listen to me, you, and listen well,”
his sister had continued, “either you will
kill that maggot or I will have The Black
Sword chop off your head.”

“I shall kill him.” he had promised, and
was now on his way to honor that pledge.
Meanwhile the stage had been set, and
the actors were now about to begin. The
play followed the story of an army lieu-
tenant declared persona non grata be-
cause of his failure in war. Fraught with
fury, he decides to assemble an army of
his own and exact revenge.

The path he had paced many times be-
fore, seemed to be taking him an eternity
this time. At long last he arrived at his
destination, and found Lord Chancellor
scribbling notes on tiny sheets. Surprised
at seeing him so unexpectedly, he rose
and greeted his uninvited guest, “What
brings you to my humble home, son?”
“I am not your son; nor is anything hum-
ble about you.”

Lord Chancellor was dumbfounded by
this unfamiliar countenance.

“The Son is your genuine protugi. All
these years, I have been infatuated with
your daughter like a madman; only to be
preferred over the son of a commoner, an
unworthy poet!”

“What is the matter with you?” he finally
managed to say, “Where have you gath-

ered this nonsense from?”

The lieutenant’s army besiege the city.
Days of resistance lead to the fighters get-
ting consumed by fatigue. Past a couple
of months, the king’s entourage operate a
blitzkrieg. The rebel lieutenant is brought
to the king in balls and chains. It turns
out that one of his much trusted advisors,
who had been secretly meeting the king’s
spokespeople, resolved to shift from ad-
visory to espionage, in return for seven
hundred caskets filled to the brim with
golden coins.

“You shall pay the price”, The Prince
shouted with a shivering voice, tears well-
ing up in his eyes “of destroying my life.”
“Your father had resolved to slaughter
you. I saved your life!”

The prince bellowed and attacked Lord
Chancellor with a dagger. He dodged
the first blow; the second one, however,
struck his left arm. He fell on the ground,
groaning in pain. The prince approached
his motionless body, sobbing like a child.
“Forgive me”, he faintly whispered as he
prepared himself to perpetrate the deed.
Lord Chancellor drew out a dagger from
under his belt, the very same one with
which he had spilled his own blood many
years ago. He reached for the prince’s
calves and cut his arteries, blood squirting
all over the place.

The Prince lied down on the ground,
painfully breathing his last breaths. Lord
Chancellor rose up, tied a piece of cloth
around his bleeding wound, and sum-
moned one of his ravens. The bird was
sent off with a note, and Lord Chancel-
lor made for the secret catacombs of the
castle, through which he could escape
unnoticed.

The king orders the executioner to be-
head both lieutenant and his advisor,
and the chorus sing an epilogue advising
the beholders to beware hazardous ambi-
tions. The audience drowned the hall in
their standing ovation.
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