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Broad Board

Amirhossein Zohourian
English Language and Literature, ‘99

Interpretation(n.): The act or result of ex-
plaining or interpreting something: the way
something is explained or understood.
While encountering different works of art
(including literature, painting, music, cin-
ema, etc.), we often strive to understand
something from them, i.e., interpret. But
the question is whether the understanding
is correct, or say, close to what the artist
wanted to suggest. Surprisingly, according
to Barthes and Foucault, there are infinite
correct understandings. In Barthes’ Death
of the Author, as the name suggests, he
states that the artist (in the case of litera-
ture, the author) is entirely absent, and “the
reader can choose whatever paths he/she
wants” to make an interpretation. Foucault,
also in favor of the idea, chooses quite the
same approach in what is an author? He
believes that while creating a work of art,
an artist may go through different cultur-
al, social, and religious phases. Thus, they
might include some elements different from
their perspective (intention) or other works.
Therefore, the meaning behind the work can
be “remade” by the audience based only and
only on the internal factors (the text’s ele-
ments such as allusions, metaphors, etc.),
and the author plays a limited, if not trivial,
role in reader’s interpretation of the liter-
ary work. Thereby, (1) there are unlimited
correct interpretations in a work of art, and
(2) the author is sent to the place of Hades,
and the reader is, freely, able to make any
interpretation of a literary text while sitting
beside Zeus, having grapes.

This, at least to me, does not make any
sense. Firstly, based on this approach, there
is absolutely no difference between a casu-

.. Moein Khazaei
English Language and Literature, ‘98

“I do not quite fancy what you gentlemen are
proposing.” Lord Chancellor said furiously.
In sheer bewilderment, all eyes turned to-
wards his mouth. The old Archbishop was
the first one to protest, “My dear lord, I
cannot believe my ears! Do you...” but Lord
Chancellor couldn’t hear him. “For years,
we have been oppressing our people. Heavy
taxes, poor living conditions, and merciless
surveillance, and now we are banishing them
from the little delights they take in their an-
nual traditions. Do we not fear God’s wrath,
or at least that of those poor folks? My good
lords, to pass this new law will bring nothing
upon us but being overthrown.”

His Majesty was silent and looked calm, but
any experienced spectator who chanced to
catch a glimpse of his gaze could tell that a
hurricane was coming. A few moments of si-
lence had passed when Lord Share began, “I
could not agree more with Lord Chancellor.
I also believe that it is time to make sweep-
ing changes in our economic system. My sug-
gestion is that...” he was interrupted by Lord
Wealth. “Before you continue bragging about
your noble doctrines, dear lord, I would like
to remind you of the disastrous consequenc-
es they have had on the eastern regions of
Nihitsch, where they have been tested over
the past few years. Your claims about “equal-
ity” are nothing but guises to lure people into
serving the rich, to keep them delusional and
fatten your own bellies.” With utter spite,
Lord Share said, “Says the man who has the
smallest one in the whole Counsel.” Looking
at Lord Wealth’s huge stomach.

“My good lords!” Lord Chancellor said, “Are
we here to eradicate each other or the prob-
lems of the kingdom? It is in everyone’s best
interest that....” His Majesty’s voice was fi-
nally heard. “Everyone’s best interest?” Once
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in Literature

al reader and an incisive critic. Like a critic
who has dedicated most of his life to review-
ing works of art and collected comprehen-
sive knowledge about history, philosophy,
religion, psychology, etc. in order to form a
stronger and more precise opinion about a
piece of art, the casual reader, whose only
“mental activity” is to read best-selling and
commercial fictions once a year, possesses,
in Barthes and Foucault’s opinion, the equal
right to make a “correct” interpretation.
Secondly, it is difficult, if not impossible, to
make a correct interpretation based solely
on the internal factors since “a work of art,
unlike other natural objects, is created by a
specific person in a specific time,” as Ann
Sheppard, professor of Ancient Philosophy
at Royal Holloway, writes in Aesthetics, An
Introduction to the Philosophy of Art. Thus,
achieving an accurate understanding of a
work of art requires acknowledging and ex-
ploring external factors such as other works
in the same genre, other works of the artist,
primary audience’s expectation, and last but
not least, the artist’s intention(s). I will be
discussing the latter in more detail by pro-
viding a couple of examples.

Many experts consider Bram Stoker’s Drac-
ula a - second-rate - classic. On the one
hand, some critics believe that Count Drac-
ula is nothing but a fictional character; a
mythical creature, which many in that time
(the late 1800s) thought to have existed and
lived among them mysteriously, consumed
the virgins’ blood, and hated garlic. Also,
they believe that the whole story is mytho-
logical and apocryphal. Some critics (mainly
under the influence of socialistic ideas), on
the other hand, are under the impression
that Count Dracula is a representation of

high-class and aristocratic society, who con-
sumes middle-class’ blood. It symbolically
suggests that the rich are getting richer by
making the poor poorer. Plus, they think
that the whole story has plausible scenarios
that relate to social situations. There are not
enough clues in the story to reject one idea
or accept the other. Therefore, here the art-
ist’s intention(s) is accessible. John William
Polidori’s The Vampyre and Sheridan La
Fenu’s Carmilla, both vampire-themed and
purely fictional, “impressed young Stoker,
we can have no doubt.” writes A. N. Wilson,
English writer and newspaper columnist
known for his critical biographies in the
book’s introduction. It has also been said
that Bram Stoker has been probing into the
matter for years. Thereby, he most probably
wanted to write a horror-gothic story about
vampires, and again most likely, there were
not any socialistic ideas involved in the pro-
cess of creation.

In that case, providing the presence and
availability of the author’s intention(s), we
can come to a more valid conclusion about
the literary text’s meaning(s). Though, as
I mentioned above, there are three more
factors to consider. For example, Kathleen
Raine, the British poet, critic, and scholar,
believes that the tiger in William Blake’s
The Tyger is “a symbol of the spirit of an-
ti-rivalism and plunder”. In contrast, E. D.
Hirsch, the American educator, literary crit-
ic, and theorist of education, believes that
Blake is indeed “adoring the tiger’s piety”.
One uses Blake’s other works and the oth-
er, in addition to this, uses Blake’s notes to
back up his statement. At last, both interpre-
tations become valid and reasonable.

On the whole, it is possible to acquire a

The Overlord
Episode III: Scaffolding the Suffocation

again, petrifying silence ruled over The Royal
Counsel. “I indeed admire your audacity, my
good advisor. It has always served our king-
dom very well. But is this you from whom I
hear such terms? For a moment, your voice
sounded exactly like that of my traitor wife in
my ears. Are you longing for a journey into
the depths of inferno and becoming her new
groom?”

“Your Majesty, I did not mean to....”
“Let us not forget,” he stormed, “that every-
one’s best and worst interests lie in what I de-
sire. I am not merely your ruler, but the very
God whose mighty wrath you all shall fear,
the one this old hack (pointing to The Arch-
bishop) and his ancestors have been com-
manding people to worship for centuries. I
have never been born, nor will I ever die. At
the beginning of each generation, the sacred
soul is breathed into new flesh. I am what is
above and below, inside and out, present but
never absent; I am The Overlord!”

Lord Chancellor felt crushed to the bones.
Nonetheless, that same look of invincible
determination shone in his eyes once again.
“The law will be passed, and all the tradi-
tional harvest celebrations will be abolished
henceforth. Meeting adjourned.”

Coming out, Lord Chancellor saw The Prince
await him. Before he could say a word, his
godfather said, “the time has come.”

“But I’'m here to inquire about your daugh-
ter.”

“You must wait. All that matters now is our
preparation.”

“But it’s been seven years now.”

“You must wait.” Lord Chancellor left The
Prince in indescribable disappointment.
Nothing did either of them know about the
twin sister who, behind a stone pillar a few
paces away, was eavesdropping on them.
Disguised as an ordinary merchant, Lord
Chancellor went to the same house where he
had left his butler and The Son, this time to

(non)Existence of a «Correct Interpretation»

rather precise understanding of a piece of
art (in this case, a literary text). Besides, as
described above, at least two correct inter-
pretations exist if we take both internal (the
text) and external (the author) factors under
advisement.

find neither of them there. Upon a piece of
paper, he wrote:

‘tis the time for the nocturnal ones to scorch
the blackened sky.

He whistled, and a raven came sitting upon
his forearm. He tied the folded sheet to
the black creature’s left tarsus. It spread its
mighty wings and flew away.

On a barren plain, where once roses and dai-
sies used to grow, The Son and The Beauty
were walking next to each other. None was
looking at the other, both preserving a bash-
ful distance. Desperate to break the deafen-
ing silence, The Son, still not looking at his
companion, as if talking to the dust beneath
his feet, said, “Pray to tell me about the
twins’ story, my lady.”

“My mother died a few days following my
birth,” she began “her Majesty The Queen
nourished me like her own child, her blood
children being all of seven months older than
me. Some years later, having grown weary of
His Majesty’s obstinacy (for she had the pur-
est spirit I have ever seen among humans),
she secretly endeavored to turn all the king-
dom’s noblemen against her husband so as
to redeem this land from his animosity. The
Black Sword found out about their intention
and, commanded by His Majesty, slaugh-
tered them all. That is how The Order of The
Eye was founded”.

The Son, as if petrified by another recurring
nightmare, shuddered.

The Beauty went on, “His Majesty wanted
to kill his son as well, believing that all little
boys grow up to be mirrors reflecting their
mothers’ deeds. My father dissuaded him
and promised that he would raise The Prince
to become a loyal soldier of Nihitsch”.
Before he could think of a way to react, a
reverberating sound made them both look
upwards. An uncountable number of ravens
were spiraling all over their heads. It was the
time to scorch the blackened sky.



