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Yeganeh Rahnavard

English Language and Literature, ‘99

So, you’ve been assigned to fulfil twelve
near-impossible labors, which include car-
rying the literal heavens on your back for
some time, and subduing a three-headed
dog guarding the gate to the underworld,
not to mention stealing carnivorous mares.
It all seems hopeless, doesn’t it? Such was
the case for Heracles. If the road to Olym-
pus is so winding and twisted, wouldn’t it be
easier just to give up? But as the narrative
unfolds, one can see that Hercules is not
alone; he has guidance, receives help, and
above all, wins the sympathy of other dei-
ties. This is the Greek Mythology’s charm;
this is why it has haunted lovers of magic
and story for centuries on end. Following
the flow of a Greek myth, one plunges into
the bleak depths of grief, and soars to the
heights of bliss; the only constant is Con-
sequence, which inevitably gives the story
its unbelievable verisimilitude despite all
the fantastic allegorical storylines. There
is no absolute; there might be a ‘serpent
curled up under every rose’, and yet the
protagonists ‘choose’ to wander in the bush-
es, search between the grass and pick that
fine-looking fresh rose, and if the snake
has been lying in wait all along? So be it;
there’s always a sword to fight, or a chance
to run, and in the most extreme cases, the
inevitable demise. What matters is the flow,
the indomitable will to go on, the incessant
search despite coming to no avail, or may-
be because of coming to no avail. The eagle
will, once again, take Prometheus’s liver out
tomorrow morning, only to come back the
day after that, Tantalus will reach for the
fruit once more, only to have it recoil out
of his grasp, and Sisyphus will roll the boul-

.. Moein Khazaei
English Language and Literature, ‘98

Slowly he closed his weary eyes. Bloody vi-
sions of horror unceasingly haunted the
whole of his soul, driving his mind to the
brink of insanity, where he could not dif-
ferentiate between reality and delusion.
Now, he would see the flowing river paint-
ed crimson, scores of corpses screaming and
submerging in it. Then he would see a black
hand rising from the bank, reaching out to
and awakening him. But he knew that they
would all come rushing back, sooner or later.
He went to the dining hall and saw his moth-
er. Their new house was larger and built in
a more artsy-crafty way than their previous
one. After all, it was meant to be the resi-
dence of royal personnel, not the common
masses. “Good morning, my dearest son.”
said his mother, with a sweet motherly grin
on her face.

“Morning, mama.”

“Such a lovely spring day, isn’t it?”

He was not looking at her but at the cloudy
sky through the windows. Spring? How many
seasons had passed? Ten? A hundred? Mil-
lions? Did time mean anything at all? Not to
him. He was trapped in a vicious circle of tor-
ment. Birth. Labored breathing. Death. Re-
birth. So on and so four-hundred and forth.
“She loved cloudy spring days,” he said, still
looking at the heavens above.

“Oh, she most certainly did. But I'm sure
she’s in a better place now.”

“Indeed. In a grave, getting feasted on by the
worms.”

“God almighty! What am I to do with this
child of mine, the only one that’s left me?”
“If only I had the courage she had to over-
come the childish fear, to open arms and em-
brace the sweet demise, to put an end...”
“But every end is a new beginning. That is
how Lord has created this world. We shall
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der all the way up, only to watch it roll back
down at night! “One must imagine Sisyphus
happy,” as Camus said. And maybe that’s
another reason why people have been mes-
merized under the spell of Greek Mythos for
so long. However devoid of magical harps
and flesh-eating horses our world may seem
at first sight, it, too, gives rise to the most

absurd losses and failures; there’s no rhyme
or reason to many of the real-world happen-
stances. One occasionally gets stuck in cy-
cles as vicious as Prometheus’, and -if one’s
lucky enough- there will occasionally be a
red thread somewhere, leading one away
from the proverbial Minotaur.

This ever-blurring fine line between hope

The Overlord
Episode II: The Apprentice and the Master

not live in the days long past, but to thank
His gift of a new chance, to live another day,
to build a better life.”

His lips were parted, but he couldn’t artic-
ulate one more word. The most angelic be-
ing in the whole Nihitsch was nearing their
house, red lips, blushed cheeks, gold hair,
and timid nature. Although he had promised
himself that to this mortal serenade he would
never dance again, seeing her froze his heart
once again.

She knocked at the door. The Widow opened
it, smiled, and warmly hugged their visitor.
“How happy I am to see you again, darling.”
The son caught his breath, came to the door,
and bowed his head. So did The Beauty. “My
father wants to see you today.”

“I will set off at once,” he replied, not lifting
his eyes off the ground. Nor did she.

He rapidly paced the alleyways of The Cap-
ital, avoiding recognition. In front of a mys-
terious house, two guards were standing,
sword in hand. He showed them a sign. They
allowed him to pass. Inside the yard, Lord
Chancellor was standing. Beside him was the
very butler who had taken The Poet’s fami-
ly to their shelter. The son stood in front of
them and bowed down. “At your service, my
Lord.”

“Was anyone following you?”

He shook his head.

“The Eyes are everywhere, gazing hungrily
for any suspicious movement. Take great
care, or else all our efforts will be wrecked
for nothing.”

“Rest assured, sir. Even I am beginning to
doubt my own being alive.”

“Very well then, thou doubtful son. Have you
braced yourself?”

Before he could nod, the butler handed him a
sword. The two fought like enraged beats. In
an instant, The son would no longer see Lord
Chancellor’s humble butler, but the hostile
countenance of The Black Sword. He struck

him a blow with all his might, as if it could

truly bring his deceased father back to life.
“Enough!” Lord Chancellor yelled, “have
you no wits to tell a friend from a fiend?”
His butler had fallen upon the ground,
his bosom heaving with pain.
“Forgive me, my Lord. I don’t know
what got the better of me.”

“Assist him, and take some rest to-
gether.”

He did as he was told. “You are
making astounding progress,” said
the butler, “I daresay that only The
Black Sword himself could fight
you now.” The son gave him a rue-
ful laugh.

“Tell me, young man,” Lord Chan-
cellor commenced at once, “would
you not like to become an honest man?
I say it is time you did.”

“I’d rather not, sir.”

“But don’t you want to beget children and

retain your fathers’ name?”

“To force a peaceful non-living into the insuf-

ferable existence? A base brutality.”

“Why, do you mean to suggest that our an-

cestors were all criminals?”

“Their beliefs do not matter. All that does,
is that here we are now.”

“I don’t...”

One of the guards rushed inside.
“Pardon my interruption, my
Lord. His Majesty has sent g

for you.” 5
Hundreds of ravens
were flying across
the cloudy sky. The

ominous boughs of

the trees were naked

of blossoms. How

many springs had

been slaughtered by

the claws of winter?

The Irreversible Enchantment of the Greek

and despair, the triviality of what it takes to
turn one’s world around, to go from “all is
well” to “this cannot be saved”, from “you
will get help” to “lost is the last resort” has
been depicted to the point of perfection by
the Greek. And isn’t it more pleasant to let
the harsh truth sink slowly while the sweet-
ness of fiction sips through? Wouldn’t it be
easier to accept the loss of what has slipped
through one’s clenched fist after tears,
blood, and sweat when hearing that after all
the turmoil Orpheus brought upon himself,
an untimely glance sealed his fate? In Greek
myth’s universe, no glory lasts, which proba-
bly stirs something deep within the reader’s
psyche, “I, too, am in the fruitless pursuit of
permanence. I, too, tried to cage the time,
only to see it ooze and creep away from be-
tween the bars. I, too, have felt a frustration
almost as extreme as Achilles did.”

No matter what you’ve been or are going
through, you can always find a perfect anal-
ogy for the turmoil you experience in the
works of the Greek. Wouldn’t saying that
one is in the depths of Tartarus be a much
more enchanting way of asking for help?
Because Tartarus isn’t one thing; it’s not
a head-splitting headache or a bitterly un-
known blues coursing through one’s veins,
or an interminable search for the elusive;
it’s an extremity of pain, tailored for the in-
dividual. And this very fact is a feature of
all real-world problems: it’s not possible to
fully communicate pain since it is highly
subjective, but a little anecdote will help to
give others an insight into that which they
cannot see for themselves.

It seems as if Greek Mythology is here to
stay and be recounted many years from
now. It has seeped in so many writers’ inspi-
ration and flew through so many works of
literature to make it an unforgettable part of
our collective memory.



