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ENGLISH

BROAD BOARD

FIRST CAME THE LOCKDOWN.

MELBOURNE, Australia — Just days after residents of Perth, Australia’s fourth-largest city, were
ordered to stay in because of the coronavirus, some were forced to flee their homes on Tuesday as

THEN CAME THE WILDFIRE. m

a ferocious wildfire bore down on the city's outskirts.

By Tuesday afternoon, close to 20,000 acres had been razed, dozens of properties had been de-
stroyed and one firefighter had been hospitalized for smoke inhalation. The wildfire sparked by a
house fire, according to Mr. Bailey, the mayor. In warnings posted to Facebook early Tuesday, offi-
cials told people in the fire’s path that they were in danger and needed “to act immediately to survive”

More than 250 firefighters had been deployed to fight the fire. But between the strong winds driving

the fire, they were unable to suppress it.

- The New York Times
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EDITOR'S NOTE;

SHADI ASADI
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Our newly born Broad Board has been created
to take the first step to push the magazine into
a world beyond its boundaries and limitations.
Since the 16th century, with the beginning of
the age of science and technology, which first
took place in Europe, the significance of English
has increased throughout the world. English is
the language of science, as well as the language
of transnational communication beyond bor-
ders; And at this time, centuries alter the Indus-
trial Revolution, Modernism, and Postmodern-
ism, in the Age of Globalization, the necessity

for learning this language is felt more than ever.
Having said that, our “board” has been
intended to indicate the “broad” scope of
English as the world’s lingua franca and ad-
dress issues across national boundaries
and our territory, which undoubtedly seem
more engrossing to readers of English.
Becoming aware of the remarkable prestige of
Vaghaye-Eitefaghyie and the considerably large
community of its readers, we stepped forward
to allocate a special section for this purpose,
which later on, turned into a whole separate
page. The editorial board, consisting of Hen-
game Elahifard and Shahriar Ahmadi, as the as-

sistant editors, and myself, Shadi As’adi, as the
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head editor, consider the promotion of learning
English as one of our certain responsibilities.

As you all may know, Ferdowsi University
of Mashhad, as an international university, has
hosted non-lranian students for many years,
which is another reason for our insistence on
setting up this particular page. Besides, a note-
worthy goal of ours would be boosting your En-
glish knowledge by reading, as well as reinforc-
ing the idea that the path of constant reading
encourages you to become the future writers,
as we sincerely desire to inspire you to take a
step onto this path. I must mention that all our
efforts are for the sake of sharing a wide range
of matters in English, including culture, enter-

tainment, science, history, tourism, so on and
so forth. We hope to fill this gap in such a dis-
tinguished magazine as Vaghaye-Ettefaghyie.
Above all, I must thank Mr. Gohari, the
General Director of the magazine, for enthu-
siastically considering my suggestion and be-
ing extremely cooperative, my one-of-a-kind
teacher, Doctor Tabatabaeian as our supervisor,
and my fellow friends, the assistant editors
mentioned earlier, for their sincere efforts in
the process of implementing this decision Last
but not least, | would like to inform you that
your cooperation as the writers of future issues
of Broad Board would be warmly welcomed.

THE IMPOSSIBLE JOURNEY

BENJAMIN KWIECIEN
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was born and raised in Southern California,
] one of the more diverse and populated
areas ol the United States. In my family, we
only spoke English, but from a young age, |
was interested in foreign languages when |
realized that many people in my cily spoke
Spanish rather than English.

Of course, even though | was interested
in languages, | was nol motivated (o learn or
study them. That's because in my daily life
English dominated everything; it was not only
the language | spoke with friends and fami-
ly, but the only one | found in books, in the
classroom, on television, and on the radio.
There was no place where you could escape
English or any reason to use something else.

Later, when | was in high school, we were
encouraged to study a foreign language. (It
was optional.) Like most American students,
I chose Spanish. (The options were limited.)
| enjoyed the classes a little bit, but for some
reason, it just didn’t interest me very much.
Even after four years of lessons, | had not

learned Spanish well at all.

As | got older and began advancing in my
reading and interests, | became more and
more interested in eastern cultures and lan-
guages. Sometimes | would watch shows in
Japanese, and | even began to understand
some of the dialogue. Whenever | met some-
one who spoke a different language, | would
ask them to teach me some words. (It didn't
matter what language.)

When [ was old enough to start college full
time, something important happened; | took
a course in world religions and began to read
books about religion. | had been raised Chris-
tian, though my family was not very religious;
we just believed in God.

In my studies, | was fascinated by eastern
faiths like Buddhism, Taoism, and especially
Hinduism. At one point, | desired to learn to
read Sanskrit, which, although 1 didn't know
it at the time, is an old relative of Persian.

In college, | met students from all coun-
tries, including Iranians, but at first, | made
friends with students from Pakistan, from
whom | began to learn Urdu, another lan-
guage related to Persian. | also began 1o
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develop an interest in Islam; not only was |
reading about religion, but | also had a good
impression from some of the Muslim students
| met in college.

It was only a couple of years later that |
decided to become Muslim, and it was only
after becoming Muslim that | met Iranians at
the masjid who really spoke Persian. When |
heard their language, | thought it was excep-
tionally beautiful. It was also a total mystery;

what is Persian? What is it like? | had never

heard of it before.

California is the part of the United States
where the most Iranians and Persian speakers
live. I was lucky enough to have come into
contact with this language in my life, and af-
ter learning a few words and phrases from my
friends, who were very proud of their Iranian
culture and heritage, | realized that this lan-
guage was exactly right for me.

For starters, the language was part of my
community, so it was important at a social
level. Also, because 1 knew a little bit about
the Urdu language and poetry, | quickly re-
alized that Persian was the main inspiration
for all the beautiful poetry and literature 1

had admired. Not only was it the language
of people dear to me, but also the language
of a rich culture that | greatly respected and
admired. | had a lot of respect for Iran as an
advanced country possessing its own distincl
civilization.

During the following years, | desired noth-
ing more than to learn to speak Persian. Even-
tually, | enrolled in classes at California State
University, San Bernardino, and after com-
pleting my courses | moved to Tajikistan and
gol married.

I didn't think 1 would ever get the chance
to study in Iran, but eventually, the opportu-
nity came when | learned that Ferdowsi Uni-
versily was interested in inviting me to study
in Mashhad. I could hardly believe it because
for me it seemed an impossible dream to live
and study in Khorasan and in the presence of
Imam Reza, peace be upon him. There was no
place that | would rather be.

The process of gelting a visa was diffi-
cult and took a long time, but I'm very thank-
ful for those Iranians who supported me and
allowed me to follow my dream. Without
them, I could not have made it this far!

EPISODE 1

SHAHRIAR AHMADI

ENGLISH LITERATURE. BA STUDENT, 08

he clock stroked 3. It was a cold afternoon,

T

people pass by the café through the window.

cold like his coffee. Kilian was watching

It seemed as il he was looking for his own
identity in the crowd. He felt like he was just
a spectator. Behind the smoke, the passage
of carriages and people seemed like a mirage
to him. He recalled that the Central Bank
case-file was still open on his desk. He put
out his cigarette, put on his hat and coat, sel
the chair behind the table, and left the cafe.
The streets of Stockholm were shrouded in
fog. The fog had become Killian's sandbox.
He gave them whatever shape he wanted; the
body of a lifeless woman drowning in her own
blood and a man fleeing from the opposite
side, or a boy playing hide and seek with his
little sister in the sunlight. He continued to
walk until he reached his apartment. He took
his pocket watch out of his coat. A silver watch
on which something was engraved:
“To Kilian
-Alma”

It was three-thirty in the afternoon.
He opened the door and went up Lhe wooden

stairs of the lobby to his room. He opened the
door and went inside.

The walls of the room were covered with
newspaper cutouts, connected by threads. In
the middle of all these pieces of thread and
newspaper, there was a large painting that
could not go unnoticed, “The tree of life”.
Its difference was indistinguishable from the
original one. Killian never felt good about the
painting, but he did not want to take it off the
wall either. Without the painting, the room
would have been pure chaos. He put his coat
and hat on the hanger. For a moment his eyes
were fixed on the person in the mirror. He
did not recognize that face. He had not looked
at it for a long time. The ocean behind his
eyelids had no waves. Absolutely motionless.
Completely empty.

He looked at his desk. The case was still
open. Three weeks ago, a man was found
dead in a safe in the Central Bank. Kilian had
to write his final report and analysis of the
case for his publication.

Kilian took a deep breath and lay down on
his bed. He stared at the cracked ceiling until
his eyelids drooped. Suddenly a familiar voice

"THE VOID"®

called to him from the bedside:

"Kilian! Get up!” Kilian turned his head in
surprise and his eyes sparkled: “Alma! Is it
really you?!” The little girl in the white dress
smiled and said “Kilian! Come look! There
are so many flowers outside!” The girl took
Kilian's hand and led him to the door. Kilian
followed her. The little girl opened the door.
Contrary to Kilian's expectations, the door
opened onto a large, familiar field covered in
mulleins. The girl let go of Kilian's hand and
ran to the meadow, smiling. Kilian looked in
the mirror beside the door again. The boy in
the mirror had a huge smile on his face and
was looking directly at Kilian. “Kilian! Come
on brother!” The girl shouted. “I'm coming,
Alma!” The boy said and ran to his little sis-
ter. Together, they started playing hide and
seek among the mulleins. The boy had not
felt as happy for years. The sun, shining on his
face, was brighter than ever.

As he was chasing his sister, suddenly the
little girl stopped and looked back at the boy.
The smile slowly faded from the girl's face.
Darkness and cold filled the air and sent shiv-
ers down the boy's spine. The little girl's face

was gelting darker every moment and the cold
was gelting more intense. Under her breath,
the girl uttered:*Why...?"

Suddenly a loud scream shook the moun-
tains and the mulleins.

The boy was shocked by what he saw.
Swarms ol cicadas rushed out of the girl's
nose and ears and covered her entire body.

Kilian woke up screaming. His whole body
was drenched in sweat. He got up and poured
water on his hands and face and then looked
in the bathroom mirror...




