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«THE VOID =

WHO SAYS DELTA VARIANT WARNING TO WORLD, ACTION NEEDED TO

TOTALLY SUPPRESS COVID19

The Delta variant of Covid-19 is a warning to the world to suppress the virus quickly before it mutates

again into something even worse, the WHO said.

The highly transmissible variant, first detected in India, has now surfaced in 132 countries and territories,

the World Health Organization said.

“Delta is a warning: it’s a warning that the virus is evolving but it is also a call to action that we need to
move now before more dangerous variants emerge,” the WHO’s emergencies director Michael Ryan told

a press conference.

AFP
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EPISODE 6

Shahriar Ahmadi

English literature, BA student, 98

The leather of the seat, becomes more rotten by
the time. The smoke of Jacques’ cigarette in front
of the car was going right into my eyes and was
simultaneously obscuring my mind. Two days
had passed since the previous murder. Same area.
Weird! It has never been so confusing before!

I got off and went towards the church. The smell
of rain filled the air, but the closer I got, the more
the smell of blood prevailed.

I stood by the door. I did not know whether [
wanted to go inside or not. My feet were nailed
to the ground. I had no choice. I had to go inside
and so I did. I opened the door. Everything was
red. The main spotlight was on a naked man sit-
ting in the middle of the church on the floor.
The skin of his back was cut and fastened to the
altar posts with a hook, like the wings of an an-
gel. A rope attached to the pile of the church held
his hands above his head. Apparently, the killer
had to extract a confession instead of the priest.
It was like a show. A puppet show. A show whose
puppeteer controls everything in the shadows and
mocks the simplicity of his spectators.
Detective Nielsen was silent, watching as officers
turned the scene up and down. Suddenly, one of
them shouted:

- I found something in his hands!

Detective Nielsen went to the officer and the
body beside him. He looked inside the corpse’s
hands. He was stunned. He was faced with a re-
ality he did not want to believe. Now Stockholm
officially has a serial killer. He took the origami
from the hands of the corpse. An insect made of
paper. Like the one on Betty’s chest. But Betty’s
cicada was carrying a message. I told the detec-
tive to open it. Detective unfolded the paper.
Then he read:

“A fish that left the group behind

And fell into the trap of mind

Unties the bond and must be held

Accountable to all the kind”

A few hours passed and the detective ordered us
to collect everything. As we walked out of the
door, a familiar face came to me from afar. It was
Kilian. He probably wanted to ask me about the

case. He came to me with a smile and extend-
ed his hand halfway through. As he arrived, he
shook my hands firmly:

- Hello Egon! Happy to see you. I thought I was
late.

+ Hello Kilian! Quite the contrary! You arrived
on time. We were just heading back to the station.
Detective Nielsen seemed confused.

- Detective! Meet Mr. Killian Vandenberg. Free-
lance journalist.

The detective angrily locked his eyes on me and
said:

“You do not need to introduce him to me, ginger
head! This leech sticks his nose everywhere. Ev-
erybody at the station knows it now!”

Then, he straightened the collar of his coat and
walked away with heavy steps.

- Sorry about that.

+ No need to apologize. I understand. Well, by
the way, you may have guessed why I’m here.
- You may ask anything about the case. I will help
as much as [ can.

He reached into his pocket and pulled out his
notebook.

+ So what can you tell me about the victim?

- We still do not know his identity, but he’s a mid-
dle-aged man...

The verbal exchange between us took 4 hours.

+ Well, thank you, Egon. Just one more thing I
have to ask you. You said the killer had left mes-
sages through origami. What are they about?

I was a little hesitant. The existence of the letter
was not confidential, but its content was indeed.
But this one was really confusing to me. I had to
get clues from wherever I could. So I told him
and asked him to keep it between us and off the
record.

- So what do you think about them?

“Honestly, nothing comes to my mind right now,
but a connection can be felt between both letters
and the corpses. You said Betty’s hair was wet
and this letter was about a fish and also you said
that Betty was not a good mother. Thus I think
the corpse probably has a direct connection with
his cicada and indirect links with previous ones.
The only guess I can make right now is that it has
something to do with fish. I think you should start
in the fishermen’s bay, maybe you’ll find some-
thing there,” Kilian said.

Shadi As‘adi

English literature, BA student, ‘97

As getting closer to the last days of a relentless
hot July, reminding of the oppressive heat of The
Old Man & The Sea, we valued the birth of Er-
nest Hemingway, and to this end, we decided to
have a reflection on his literary works with Dr.
Ali Salami, Writer, Critic, Literary Translator,
and Professor of English Literature and Transla-
tion Studies at University of Tehran.

1. As the preliminary question, what charac-
teristics of Hemingway and his writing style
do you think made him one of the greatest
writers in the history of American literature?
His unique style comes from the simplicity of
his language while at the same time he incor-
porates profound ideas in his works. His style
is as minimalistic as possible and he delineates
a perfect narrative technique hitherto unknown
to others.

2. I suppose the majority of well-known au-
thors have been mostly interested in some
particular topics and subsequently shaped
their stories and fiction based on those con-
cerns. For instance, John Steinbeck had a
deep empathy for the working class and this
is evident in much of his acclaimed fiction. So
what concerns do you think Hemingway had
been dealing with, which are visibly embed-
ded in his works?

To Hemingway Man was the riddle. As you know
at an early age he used to drive an ambulance
for two months and it was then when he fath-
omed the futility of war. Later on as he worked
as a war correspondent, he witnessed many wars
and wrote about them. So gradually, war and the
havoc it could wreak on people preoccupied his
mind; at times, he heard words such as honor,
defense, bravery and so on and so forth but in
the course of what he witnessed in the wars as
an observer and reporter, he came to realize the
true meanings of these words and how they were
manipulated by politicians to justify their fiend-
ish goals and beguile the young lost generation
into a path of no return. So I believe that his war
experiences gave shape to his deep understand-
ing of human nature and challenges Man is face
with especially in the face of death and violence.

3. Concerning the fact that in Hemingway’s
era there were several wars including World
War I raging on, how his traumatic war expe-
riences reflect in his literary works?

War is one of the major themes of Hemingway’s
works. He looks at war from a humanistic and
social point of view. War is caused by the pow-
ers-that-be but fought by the downtrodden peo-
ple who are actually victimized in the process.
Even when Hemingway was working as a war
correspondent, he did not just report on war but
he also touched upon the repercussions of war
on people’s lives and the toll it exacted on their
spirits. On war, Hemingway says, “Abstract
words such as glory, honor, courage, or allow
were obscene beside the concrete names of vil-
lages, the numbers of roads, the names of rivers,
the numbers of regiments and the dates.”

4. What social commentary does Hemingway
make on the society of his time and how did he
insert his social views in his writing?

Hemingway was a devout Christian who evinced
his religiosity in most of his works. In other
words, most of his stories contain some con-
siderable degree of morality and religiosity
although they may not be directly felt by the
passive readers. On the other hand, as a devoted
Christian he was not indifferent to his society
and what happened around him. I am not prone
to relegate him to a moralist or a social reformer
but these were the ideas which lingered at the
back of his and while writing. Let’s not forget
that he was supportive of Fidel Castro and his
cause. So it can be explained how and to what
extent he could be critical of the American soci-

ety and government. For instance, in Green Hills
of Africa (1935), he manifestly berates America
when he writes, “It had been a good country and
we had made a bloody mess of it . . . . Let the
others come to America who did not know that
they had come too late” (285).

Another point which strikes me as interesting
and noteworthy is that his characters come from
different nationalities, races and social strata.

5. Your personal opinion on Hemingway and
his literature.

I believe that Hemingway uses a very simple
style to explain sophisticated and philosophical
ideas. And that is a difficult goal to achieve for
a writer. But he has managed to do it perfectly
well. I remember the first time I started reading
one of his novels, I initially developed the feel-
ing that I was reading a simplified version of the
story and I returned to the book to the bookstore
and asked for an original version but they said
it was the original. Another factor which is dis-
cernible is his works is way he uses his unique
point of view. I believe he is an undisputed mas-
ter in using different points of view so effec-
tively. A brilliant example of this nature can be
seen in his fantastic short story titled “Hills Like
White Elephants”.

6. Do you believe that Hemingway’s works
are still relevant in our time? Why?

The quality of universality in literature is an
important factor which we witness in Heming-
way’s works. That’s why he is still talked about
and taught at different universities in the world.
Let me make an analogy here. The question
why Iranian literature still remains unknown
in the world is due to their lack of universali-
ty. Of course the classic works are exceptions.
Take Rumi for instance who is so popular in the
world. Although he belongs to an utterly differ-
ent period, he still appeals not only to the Ira-
nian but also to the international readers. The
reason is simply the universality in his poetry.
This university is mostly absent in modern Per-
sian fiction, a fact which explains why modern
Persian fiction is not known in the world. As for
Hemingway, he is appreciated by modern read-
ers because they can easily connect. When he
talks about war, he doesn’t limit himself to the
American community. What I am trying to drive
home is that he seems to be speaking for the en-
tire human race; in other words he is involved
in mankind and the human challenges. So his
works are definitely relevant today.

7. Your favorite literary work written by
Hemingway. Tell us what is so unique about
it?

It’s kind of hard to say. But I personally believe
that Hemingway attains his perfect narrative
technique in The Old man and The Sea in which
depicts the herculean efforts of Santiago, an ag-
ing fisherman who knows no remission to his
determination. It’s an uplifting story especially
in contemporary era when young people easily
give up hope in the face of difficulties.

8. As the final question, can

you re- call one of his
mem - orable quota-
tions?

There is nothing noble
in be- | ing superior to
your fel- low man; true
nobility is being superior
to your former  self.




