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Broad Board

Mahmoud Ismail stated.

Reuters

Hengame Elahifard

Law, BA student, ‘97

What is considered to be a mere ‘real estate dis-
pute’ by Israeli officials has drawn much attention
to Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood, one of the most
strategic areas in East Jerusalem, following the
decision of the Israeli Supreme Court on the evic-
tion of a number of Palestinian families from the
neighborhood in favor of Jewish settlers.

This decades-old legal battle over the rights of doz-
ens of Palestinians is nothing but emblematic of
a much greater play which culminates in forced
and planned displacement of thousands of Pales-
tinians, and also in Israel taking control of East
Jerusalem on the basis of a 1970 Israeli law stating
that Jewish property owners can reclaim land if
they can prove land ownership prior to the 1948
war. This established the state of Israel and dis-
placed hundreds of thousands of Palestinians ever
since.

Heightened tensions in Sheikh Jarrah as a result
of aerial warfare and airstrikes resulted in state-
ments made and concerns expressed by foreign
and international officials. However, Israeli For-
eign Ministry is still of the idea that Palestinian
Authorities and Palestinian terrorists are present-
ing the situation as ‘a nationalistic cause to incite
violence in Jerusalem’.

In response to Israeli’s discriminatory policies in
the neighborhood, The United Nations Commis-
sion for Human Rights called the forced remov-
al of Palestinian families a ‘potential war crime’
due to Israel’s failure to adhere to the principles
of distinction, proportionality and precaution in
conducting military operations. This failure also
constitutes a grave violation of international hu-
manitarian law.

Tensions are boiled and Sheikh Jarrah has turned
to the centerpiece of the belligerent Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict. Seeking an answer to the question
of who has the right to what piece of the land does
not sound as pivotal as innocent Palestinian and
Israeli lives taken away through decades. The pres-
ent unrest which leads to even more inhumane
results will surely cause both sides grave suffer-
ings and loss.

The question is, is there a lasting solution to this
crisis?

As we estimate the likeliness of either side listen-
ing to global calls for an immediate ceasefire, Yos-
si Mekelberg believes that a ceasefire, if achieved,
can only be the start of a much longer process.
The senior consulting research fellow, the Mid-
dle East and North Africa program, at Chatham
House, and a member of Human Rights Watch
London Committee is of the idea that the Israeli
government does not believe in any sort of two-
state solution. He warns ‘if anyone were to win

EGYPT SENDS BUILDING EQUIPMENT TO BEGIN GAZA RECONSTRUCTION

Egypt has sent a convoy of engineers and building equipment to Gaza to begin reconstruction in the Pal-
estinian enclave after the recent Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Egyptian state television reported on Friday.
Palestinians lined the street on the Gaza side of the Rafah crossing to welcome the convoy as it rumbled
into the small coastal enclave. A Palestinian border official said 50 vehicles had crossed.
“We rushed with all our money, equipment, and what we owned to join the Palestinians in the rebuilding.
Every Muslim and every Egyptian wishes to take part in [the reconstruction],” Egyptian truck driver

Eleven days of conflict between Israel and Hamas erupted on May 10. More than 250 Palestinians were
killed in hundreds of Israeli air strikes in Gaza. Rockets fired by Gaza militants killed 13 people in Israel.
Egypt played a major role in brokering a ceasefire between both sides and has said it would allocate $500
million to fund the rebuilding of devastated areas in Gaza.
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such a war, it will be such a calamity that no one
wants actually to experience it.” Mekelberg be-
lieves in negotiation as the only way to end the
current conflict in the region.

Similarly, UN Human Rights High Commission-
er, Michelle Bachelet, expressing concerns about
violation of international law, states: ‘There can
be no winner, no sustainable peace resulting from
the furtherance of the cycle of violence.’

It seems that the only way to put an end to this
bloodshed between the two states of Palestine
and Israel is to center ‘rights’. According to the
Human Rights Watch report, Israel is committing
crimes against humanity including persecution
and apartheid against Palestinians. Therefore, it is
important to pay enough attention to the violated
rights of civilians. In this regard, prioritizing rights
and human security will help smooth the way to-
wards a stable political state.

The conceptual framework that is normatively
based on international human rights standards
and operationally directed to promoting and pro-
tecting human rights is called ‘Human Rights-
Based Approach (HRBA)’. According to the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by
the UN General Assembly in 1948, the equal and
inalienable rights of all human beings provide the
foundation for freedom, justice and peace in the
world. Concerning this, the HRBA focuses on the
excluded, marginalized or discriminated groups,

which requires an analysis of different forms of
discrimination and power imbalances. In practical
terms, a human rights-based approach can be used
to guide policies as it can ensure access to the pro-
vision of access to justice.

Several elements are attributed to the HRBA, one
of which can be directly applied to the current
situation of the East Jerusalem conflict; accord-
ing to the human rights-based approach, national
accountability systems need to be strengthened
to ensure independent review of government per-
formance and access to remedies for aggrieved
individuals. Also, the International Court of Jus-
tice determined in the 2004 Advisory Opinion
that Israel has obligations to Palestinians under
humanitarian law and international human rights
convention. Hence, adopting a rights-based ap-
proach in facing the East Jerusalem conflict will
inspire the necessary public confidence and create
momentum for reaching a political agreement. It
can, to some extent, correct the imbalance of pow-
er as well.

Recent tensions in the region have put the situ-
ation at a pivotal moment. Neither Israeli nor
Palestinian leaders, or citizens, believe in the pos-
sibility of a two-state solution anymore. Putting
human rights at the center of policymaking and
negotiation process is the only possible way to
prevent heavy loss. But, will Palestine be in peace
again?

Shahriar Ahmadi

English literature, BA student, 98

He saw nothing but the dark until he opened his
eyes. Seemingly, he had slept on the chair the
entire night. It was strange to him that he did
not remember when and why he had chosen to
do so, but waking up after such sleep was so sat-
isfying that he was even a little proud of himself
for this strange choice of his. He put his hand
over his eyes to wake up the demons resting
on his eyelids. Suddenly, the stench of alcohol
pierced through his nostrils. He looked at his
hand and noticed a cut on his ring finger. He re-
membered that he had cut his finger with dirty
paper and then rubbed alcohol on it, but appar-
ently, he had forgotten to clean them afterwards
and had fallen asleep in his chair instead.

He got up. The wall clock reminded him of his
existence and shouted 12 pm. He put on his
coat and went to the door. The person in the
mirror next to the door was secretly peeking at
him. He stepped on the warm body of the tar-
ry alley and went about his daily cycle of life.
Hands in the pockets, he walked on the side-
walk stone patterns to the quiet cafes. Seeing a
boy selling newspapers, Kilian called upon him.
The little boy was hastily running to him, like a
deserter who saw a mirage.

- Wanna buy newspapers, sir?

+ Is it today’s papers? How Much?

-Yes, sir! It would be Five kronor.

Kilian placed the coin in the boy’s hand and
opened the newspaper. In the first headline, it
wrote:

“Murder in the Church of St. Eugenia: Apology
of a Sinful Servant”

A thunderbolt tore the cloud of Kilian’s thoughts
apart. Everything made sense. Betty’s body lay
parallel to the dome of St. Eugenia Church.
Apparently, it was supposed to be a warning;
A hidden one, yet right in front of the eyes. It
had been three hours since the newspaper was
published, and Killian still had a chance to get
to the crime scene on time. No time should’ve
been wasted. He should have seen the body.
To solve this puzzle, he needed more pieces.
Changing his way, he walked towards the sta-
tion with relatively quick steps. He got on the
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tram and sat on the first seat. It was Sunday, so
the tram was not so crowded. Kilian opened his
notes to review current clues. The air was filled
with a sensation, a Deja Vu of sorts. Sudden-
ly, he remembered Officer Falk, who had given
him information about the previous murder. He
wondered that maybe this time, he would see
him and ask him to let him have a tour in the
crime scene to have a better angle. He arrived
at Skeppsholman Station. As soon as he got off,
the heavy, bleak shadow of St. Eugenia Catho-
lic Church weighed on him. Stockholm police
department was still present, and Kilian was re-
lieved that he wasn’t too late. In the distance,
he saw Officer Falk standing next to a sturdy,
middle-aged man. Hopeful, he continued on his
way to them...

It felt weird. With each step he took, his eyes
and head became heavier and heavier. He
paused for a moment to recollect his thoughts
and senses. He closed his eyes...

He saw nothing but the dark... until he opened
his eyes. His body was suddenly filled with
terror. All the demons and fears of the world
came on to him. A shiver went down his spine
and stuck him to his chair, between reality and
dream. The Sunday papers were waving at him
from his desk, smirking. It wasn’t a lucid dream;
in fact, he went outside and bought that newspa-
per. This fact is brighter than the day. But how
did he get here? The last thing he remembered
was Officer Falk’s face. Scared, he looked at the
clock. It struck 6 pm...

Sadaf Yeganeh

English literature, BA student, ‘97

As a student of English literature there have
been a number of occasions where I was sup-
posed to write or talk about those skills, study-
ing literature has improved in me, which are not
as small in number as some may think and give
us and our major credit for. One of the abili-
ties I always name, and truly believe, to have
improved is the ability to understand people,
their feelings and what they REALLY mean,
even if they are not direct about it (aka, reading
between the lines) which, I believe, is directly
related to another field of study, psychology.
Both literature and psychology deal with peo-
ple, the way they deal with their lives, and the
things they go through, good or bad, happy or
sad, failed or achieved. When reading a book,
especially one of true literary value, you are very
likely to come across signs of what is going on
inside a person’s mind, some plain visible signs
and some only apparent through more careful
reading.

Literary figures put much of themselves in their
works. A poet grieving the loss of a loved one,
composes such beautiful grief-stricken poems
that one can feel the pain as if it’s their own
pain. Of course, my point is not about the beau-
ty but the feelings that result in the beauty,
feelings driven from the mind and mental sta-
tus of the poet into the poem, creating a mirror
to reflect the emotions inside the poet. There
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are also times when the personal life and/or the
mental belief and status of the writer or the poet
is injected into the work, sometimes even with-
out them being conscious of the matter until
after the work is produced, for example if the
writer does not have a good relationship with a
sibling, there is a good chance that we might see
the protagonist or one of the main characters
struggling with their sibling.

A good well-known example is Eugene O’Neil,
the famous American playwright, who put a lot
of his own experiences in his plays. In his play
“Long Day’s Journey into Night”, in which the
portrayed family is a reflection of his own, the
painkiller addicted mother, the father who is an
actor, the elder hard drinking son, and the third
son of the family who is born after the death of
the second son, reflect his own mother, father,
brother and he himself. In his case, it is most
probable that O’Neil was aware of his writing
being almost directly driven from his own fam-
ily.

Not only do we practice understanding of the
creators’ mind and feelings while we deal with
literary works, but also, we see that of the fiction-
al characters, their motives, feelings, reasons,
etc. As one reads a literary work, he or she gets
or sometimes tries to get an insight into what
goes on in the characters’ head and/or heart.
The good reader tries to both read the book and
the characters. Understanding of someone else
or the effort to understand another person, fic-
tional or real may be, can be, and in my view, is
a good practice in the field of psychology.
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