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Vehicle Attack at U.S. Capitol =

Capitol Police Officer William F. Evans was killed and a second officer was injured after being rammed
by a vehicle at the heavily guarded northern entrance to the U.S. Capitol on Friday 2nd April, the act-
ing chief of the Capitol Police said. The suspect was shot and killed. After ramming the officers, the
attacker “exited the vehicle with a knife in hand” and began “lunging” at the officers, Ms. Pittman said
at the news conference. The suspect has been identified as Noah Green, 25, of Indiana. Investigators
do not yet know the motive for the attack, but do not believe it was “terrorism-related” at this time,
Chief Robert J. Contee III of Washington’s Metropolitan Police Department told reporters. The Capitol
was locked down around 1 p.m., and the police declared the threat “neutralized” about an hour and a
half later. President Biden also was not in Washington, having left earlier in the day for Camp David.

- New York Times
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sThe Celebrated Omniscients

Negar Hoseini
English literature, BA student, ‘98

“The noblest pleasure is the joy of under-

standing” said Leonardo da Vinci, one of
the great figures of the Renaissance and one
of the greatest ever polymaths, who consid-
ered himself more of a scientist than an artist.
“Leonardo da Vinci” is a name you might have
heard of as the creator of several masterpieces
like Mona Lisa, The Last Supper, Vitruvian Man,
and a bunch of others, but while his artistic eye
opened up new ways of looking and thinking
about the world, his scientific studies allowed him
to depict the world in deeply naturalistic ways.
The well-known painter, strange to relate, appeared
to be a capable anatomist and psychologist. His
childhood obsession with anatomy led him to cre-
ate stunningly accurate depictions of the human
body. To better achieve his ambition, da Vinci filled

his notebooks with studies of muscles and tendons.

As delicate as his work was, he was to be certain
in need of further details, therefore he dissected
dozens of bodies to reach the intricacies of skel-
eton, skull, and bones. He also made wax molds
of the brain and heart to better understand how
blood flows through the vascular system. He cre-
ated some of the first drawings of human organs,
including the appendix, reproductive organs, and
lungs. Not only did he make these works of art flaw-
lessly, but also, he endowed the human race by giv-
ing them the opportunity to understand the human
body better. His drawing of the “Vitruvian Man” is
a model of the human body in perfect proportion.
What Da Vinci has done thorough his lifetime is
not limited to art or medical research. Another pre-
cious work of his, which is surprisingly before his
time, is foreseeing the age of flight. He was about
to fulfill mankind’s ancient dream to conquer the
skies more than 400 years before the Wright Broth-
ers took flight at Kitty Hawk. He designed one of the
first parachutes, which allowed people to leap from
any height without inflicting any injury; what once

people thought would take at least three centuries
to be built. Da Vinci’s design was finally tested in
2000 — and it worked. He also did extensive stud-
ies on the problem of gravity for human flight and
left behind designs for several human gliders. His
work influenced the later study of aerodynamics.
Nothing could seem to satisfy da Vinci’s athirst soul.
One of his other greatest passions was engineering.
He worked for several patrons and city leaders,
creating bridges, fortifications, and weapons. De-
spite his apparent detestation of war, his designs
include the first machine gun, which like many of
his designs was never built. He even succeeded to
combine his military and scientific interests by cre-
ating a design of a robotic knight, operated by gears
and cables. A working model using da Vinci’s de-
sign was finally built in 2002 by a NASA roboticist.
Last but not least, he has demonetized the word
boundary by entering the infinite shore of mathe-
matics through his art. Leonardo’s Last Supper is a
prime example of the use of the mathematics of per-
spective. The architecture of the building around Je-

sus and the 12 apostles, as well as lines on the floor
beneath the table, create a “vanishing point”, pro-
viding a subconscious focal point for the painting.
All in all, many of da Vinci’s designs seem far-
fetched today, but let’s not forget his ingenuity
for the time he was living in. In a chaotic medi-
eval society, which was on the verge of the Re-
naissance during the 14th century, Leonardo’s
extraordinary powers of invention, creation, and
inspiration resonated through the hearts of thou-
sands, to be immortalized in minds still after hun-
dreds of years. From the mysterious Mona Lisa,
the heart-moving depiction of Jesus and his dis-
ciples at The Last Supper, to something as primi-
tive as the scissors we use today. So, let’s celebrate
the 15th of April in honor of the great Leonardo
da Vinci, the unrepeatable legend of all time.

Sources:
https://www.biography.com
https://www.weforum.org

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonardo_da_Vinci

]
Th
Shahriar Ahmadi

English literature, BA student,‘98

He got off the tram, put his leather-bound note-
book in his coat pocket and proceeded to walk.
To him, the notebook was like an old chest full
of gold the key to which was only accessible to
him. In it, he wrote the details of the cases in
a handwriting that only he and 1% of Sweden
were able to decipher. Its sheets gained more
karats with the new information that Kilian
had added into it. The information he received
in the morning from that young officer on the
tram. As he walked, he felt raindrops fall on his
hat and shoulders. He remembered; it rained
that day too. Fifteen years ago, on such a day;
the day the law enforcement came to their
house to inquire about Alma’s disappearance.
Their faces formed a cloudy sky together above
Kilian’s train of thoughts. The only thing the
law enforcement could find was the courage to
escape from Mrs. Vandenberg’s tear-filled bul-
lets, which rested on Mr. Vandenberg’s shoul-
ders. Hours later, Mrs. Vandenberg discovered
something strange while arranging pillows; in-
side Alma’s pillow was filled with cicadas made
out of paper...

Alma’s disappearance was the beginning of a
dark period in Kilian’s life. He did not talk to
anyone for months, except for one person; an
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anonymous, a passerby; Kilian himself no lon-
ger remembered him. He only remembered one
thing, an ugly shadow engraved on the surface of
the house’s frosted glass. He saw it everywhere
he went, as if the shadow was stalking him. The
shadow even found its way to his dreams and
haunted him every night. The raindrops became
heavier and were like a flip for Kilian to go back
to the present. It had been fifteen years since
Kilian had last seen that origami, until he was
confronted with its ominous imagve in the pa-
pers and tabloids in that morning, which woke
a creature up inside him from a hibernation; a
hibernation that lasted for many years...

He continued to walk. The image of the wom-
an lying on the bridge came before his eyes. He
knew her; Betty Jansen owned a shoe shop in
front of the cafit. Her husband was on death
row for first-degree murder. As it seemed, and
according to rumors, Betty was a stingy wom-
an who refused to pay for a bunch of staff and
filled the vacancies with her son; she starved
him almost from dusk till dawn and in order
not to lose her slave, she avoided sending him
to school. Despite her cruelty, she was remem-
bered as a lively and friendly figure through
the public’s eyes, and it was strange to Kilian
why Betty was killed. The body was on the
Skeppsholmen Bridge and, according to Egon
Falk, most likely died because of suffocation;
the origami was also on Betty’s chest. Kilian re-
membered the point Egon had made. The body
was located exactly in parallel to the Eugenia
Catholic Church and was placed in a way that it
was facing the church. Although Egon regarded
this point only as a worthless hypothesis, Kilian
wrote it among the main issues of the case; why
should the body be directly facing the church?
What exactly does that origami mean? Who
were Betty’s enemies...?

His train of thoughts took him home and he
had to get off. He took out his keys. His eyes
and body froze in surprise as he tried to insert
the key into the hole. The light emanating from
below the door revealed a shadow. It was as if
someone was standing behind the door, staring
at him through the lens. He carefully inserted
the key into the hole and turned it gently. Then
he opened the door as quickly as possible. There
was no one; only him and the room...

Sepehr Bassami
English literature, BA student, ‘97

I remember when the first wave of Covid-19 hit
us back in the Esfand of 1399. Fear, despera-
tion, and panic had gotten ahold of my family
and me. The fear of this unknown virus, which
was ravaging the world at an alarming speed,
had become the dominant factor in not only
our own lives but also lives of those we knew.
No one knew what we were facing, and medical
experts worldwide were sprawling all over the
place to find clues on what exactly it was. With
no vaccine or effective medication to fight the
pandemic, the only possible solution at hand
was quarantine; thus began the long and ardu-
ous journey of hundreds of thousands of fami-
lies all around Iran and that of ours in near-to-
tal self-isolation.

At the time of its initial spread, quarantine on
such a global scale had not yet been seen, and
very few thought it would continue to some
extent very well into 1400. Hence not much
research had been done in the field as well.
This is not to say that no study on quarantine
and its effects on humans had been conduct-
ed, but the studies were on quarantines with
a much smaller time-frame and scale. That is
why it is crucial for us today when information
regarding quarantining has reached its apex to
constantly remind ourselves of the effects of
quarantine, both long-term and short-term, on
the human condition in the wake of the fourth
wave of covid-19.

One of the serious effects of quarantine that
we instantly begin
to feel is the lack of
life.
We, humans, are ex-

tangible social
tremely social beings,
and not only do we
thrive in society, we
actively depend on it.
The isolation brought
upon us by quaran-
tine effectively de-

prives us of day-to-day interactions we require
to function properly, be it friendly interactions
with acquaintances, strictly professional inter-
actions with co-workers, strangers or anything
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in-between. This loss of social interaction itself
can be a stepping stone for further psychological
issues with severe effects on the psyche (depres-
sion, stress, and alike), which would, in turn,
require extensive care to get us back on track.
As time passes on, the mounting pressure of
having too much leisure time at hand (if not
appropriately managed) and the uncertainty of
outcome and end date of the quarantine bol-
stered by extensive obsession over following
health guidelines and preventative measures
can cause stress disorders and anxiety which
may eventually develop into a form of Post-Trau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Personally, in the
eighth month of extreme self-quarantine, when
I had limited my contact with the outside world
to the bare minimum, I finally began to show
overt signs of severe depression, which I could
no longer ignore. I could barely even get out of
bed as I had no purpose and preferred to keep
sleeping throughout the day. I kept talking to
the bare minimum and had lost all appetite for
food. To make things worse, I began to show
physical symptoms, and my general health be-
gan to decline. Stomach aches became preva-
lent, and it turned out that I had a minor case of
ulcer. All of this happened in two months, and
it took me three to relatively get back on track.
It must be noted the aforementioned side ef-
fects of quarantine only scratch the surface,
and what we may face in the period of self-iso-
lation or long after it is over might have many
different shapes or forms: domestic violence,
economic hardship, and obesity are a few to
name. All in all, while quarantine is necessary
to combat the raging
pandemic, great care
must be taken both
by the
and health authorities

government
alongside  ourselves
to make the process
as comfortable and
bearable as possible.
If we are not careful,
the long-lasting side
effects of this worldwide quarantine can greatly
overshadow the devastating loss of life Covid-19
has had so far, and we might very well face a
crisis in the years to come.




