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Broad Board

In “Everything and Less: The Novel in the Age of Amazon”, the literary scholar Mark McGurl considers
all the ways a new behemoth has transformed not only how we obtain fiction but how we read and write
it—and why. “The rise of Amazon is the most significant novelty in recent literary history, representing an

IS AMAZON CHANGING THE NOVEL? =

attempt to reforge contemporary literary life as an adjunct to online retail,” he argues.

Amazon controlled almost three-quarters of new-adult-book sales online and almost half of all new-book
sales in 2019, according to the Wall Street Journal. Amazon Crossing is now the most prolific publisher of
literary translations in the United States, and Audible, another Amazon property, is the largest purveyor of
audiobooks. The social-media site Goodreads, purchased by Amazon in 2013, hosts more than a hundred
million registered users and, McGurl ventures, may be “the richest repository of the leavings of literary
life ever assembled.” But what McGurl considers the “most dramatic intervention into literary history” is
yet another Amazon division, Kindle Direct Publishing; it allows writers to bypass traditional gatekeepers

and self-publish their work for free, with Amazon taking a significant chunk of any proceeds.
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Beauty standards: a plague to the Modern Age

Niloofar Motamedikia
French Literature, BA Student, ‘97

‘What is your definition of beauty? They say beauty
is in the eye of the beholder, but is this true today?
We live in a world full of beauty standards defined
by external factors like “society”. Both men and
women can fall for the definition set by society’s
standards. According to society’s standards, men
need to be at least six feet tall, with broad shoul-
ders and a six-pack and Women need to be super-
model thin, with a slim waist and curves.

These messages can make you feel insecure or
inadequate, especially if you compare yourself
to others’ or society’s beauty standards. Keep in
mind that none of these standards are written in
stone or are words to live by.

It is human nature to want to be liked and thought

attractive, and it’s perfectly okay to enjoy the con-
fidence boost when someone says you’re beautiful.
But are we just chasing ideals set by popular opin-
ion? What is being caught in this rat race doing
to us?

Today’s ideal body shape for women is an exagger-
ated hourglass: a thin waist, spindly legs, etc.
Social media encourages women to get fit and skin-
ny which means toned muscles and flat stomachs.
In today’s world, social media pressures come with
a downside. Rather than encouraging a healthier
lifestyle, a study showed that these newly-stan-
dardized expectations can negatively impact many
women’s mental health.
This new image for fit pro-
motes social comparison and
builds feelings of envy, infe-
riority, and insecurity. Ac-
cording to a study of almost
1,500 teens by the United
Kingdom’s Royal Society for
Public Health, Instagram was
the worst social media net-
work for mental health and
well-being.

There’s a lot of pressure on
people today because of how
perfect our (Photoshopped)
idols look. Today, we have a
wide range of makeup prod-
ucts that promise to cover up
and remove blemishes such
as stretch marks, cellulite,
and skin imperfections like
vitiligo and birthmarks.
Due to the invention of Photoshop, the perfect
body is more and more impossible to achieve.
There are some movements on social media such
as Instagram to make it easier, for example:
Body positivity is a social media movement rooted
in acceptance and loving your body as it is. Dis-

regarding the ideal body shapes and body types
can be difficult in the digital age. The more social
media consumes our lives, the harder it can be
to live by your own definition of beauty and not
feel compelled to conform to society’s standard.
Through social media, we’ve become self-absorbed
and have let our social media define us via Insta-
gram accounts or online dating profiles, but it does
not have to.

Instead of focusing on your body’s physical appear-
ance, think about all the things your body is able
to do. There’s another movement known as body
neutrality; this movement focuses on acknowledg-
ing what your body does and not how it appears.
How your body allows you to try new experiences,
travel, get to work, or home. Body neutrality focus-
es on appreciating your body disregarding society’s
beauty standards.

If you’re constantly chasing a beauty standard,
you’ll never be happy with who you are. You’ll
continuously work to conform to whatever the
standard is.

It gets to a point where we realize that we can’t
please everyone. But who says you have to? Your
body is yours, and your responsibility is to keep
it healthy. Everything else, when you put things
into perspective, is secondary. Body positivity is,
first and foremost, about what you feel and think
about your body. Take the time to focus on your
strengths: What do you like about yourself? What
are your attractive qualities? What do you bring
to the table? If it helps, write these things down.
When you feel like you’re fighting against beauty
standards, take a look at the list of strengths and
qualities you’ve identified. Beauty does not solely
define who you are. Love your body for all it has to
offer regardless of how it appears and how society
thinks it should be.

The only thing we all need to shed is the weight of
judgment.

The Overlord

Episode I:. An Abattoir Called Home

Moein Khazaei
English Literature, BA Student, ‘98

“It is an age of darkness,” His Majesty read aloud,
“when wisdom is forsaken, and superstition
sought. When parasites sucketh the blood of the
meek to fatten themselves. When every man is de-
prived of his first natural right: liberty”.

All was motionless in The Court, except for The
Poet, who trembled at each word entering his ears.
“May the angels of light come to our rescue and
drive the demons of darkness away,” His Majesty
finished, holding the sheet of paper in hand and
looking curiously at it. “I have to admit, my good
sir,” he at once said sardonically, “you possess as
fiery a passion for literature as I have ever wit-
nessed.”

Looking down, The Poet was still shaking, not dar-
ing to lift his eyes off the ground.

His Majesty continued, © Why not we send you
to hell to teach some decent language to the de-
mons that dwell there? I have been informed that
it is a place full of flames of fire”.

Beside his throne, Lord Chancellor was standing,
with a look of determination in his eyes. The Poet,
certain that his time had come, whispered through
his trembling lips, “Our Father who art in Heav-
en.”

His Majesty rose, shook his fist to the air, and
yelled with a rage the thunder of which could
crush the strongest mountains “Soldiers of The
Eye!”

“Hallowed be Thy name.”

“Come forth, ye faithful children of Nihitsch!”
“Bestow Thy light upon Thy sinful servant.”
“Decapitate this traitor and make an example of
him for all those who dare to brood upon such
blasphemy!”

“Who shall need you the most in his darkest
hour.”

“For nothing shall pass without being reckoned by
The Eye; not even a single fly.”

The Black Sword, black from head to toes, ap-
proached and knelt, “Long rule, my king. Let the
honor be mine”. His Majesty nodded. The Black
Sword drew his blade from its sheath and struck
The Poet’s naked neck, drops of red spilling all

over the black of his armor and shield.

The scene put a smile on the faces of His Majesty
and The Princess and brought horror to the hearts
of other beholders. The Prince, The Archbishop,
Lord Wealth, Lord Share, and a number of other
lords and representatives of the kingdom all stood
in terror. Lord Chancellor was the only one who
could still conceal his true feelings.

His Majesty sat back upon his throne and said,
“Now go, soldiers, and bring the family of this
dead man to me. Away at once!”

Lord Chancellor bowed his head, saying, “My dear
king; leave the mission to me. I know
the residence of this man quite well”.
“As you please, my good advisor.”

En route to the grief-stricken house,
Lord Chancellor walked through the
streets of The Capital. Half-destructed
houses with dirty-looking inhabitants;
some dying of hunger, some stealing
other’s crusty loaf of bread to save
their own family; without anyone to |
put things to justice. Plumes of grey [
smoke push the blue of the sky out of
the Lord’s sight.

He reached there and knocked. The
Son opened it, panting. Seeing the
royal appearance of the stranger man
in front of him, he understood that
the inevitable had been done. Lord
Chancellor stepped inside. “You must §
depart at once,” he said. The Wife, sit-
ting lifelessly on the ground, looked
at him with bloodshot eyes. Beside
her, The Daughter was crying silently,
covering her face with her pale hands.
“What are you saying? To where?
Why?” The Son asked, stammering,
not realizing what was happening
around him.

“There is no time to explain at the
moment. My butler will come here
and lead you away. Pack only food
and clothes.”

“But at least...”

“Away now, son; before the blood of
your fathers come to extinction!”

He left them in awe and went back towards the
castle. Before reaching the gates, he drew his dag-
ger out and held the edge of its blade in his palm.
Pulling the dagger up, he whispered:

The Devil killeth and blood spilleth

In red, this tyranny

Shall drown eternally

The gates of The Court were opened, and Lord
Chancellor was announced to inform The Over-
lord of the curse befallen the god mockers; of how
The Poet’s family, after vain resistance and fight,
had drowned in the river.

The Oases

{ Yeganeh Rahnavard

English Literature, BA Student, ‘99

I wake up with a loud thump on the door. Standing
in the frame is Miss Havisham again, clutching a
candle (she still refuses to switch the lights on),
drenched in sweat, back from her midnight stroll.
I’ve grown used to it now; as soon as she sees my
face appears in the doorway, her incessant deluge
of questions starts:

“Will he be back?”

“I don’t know, Miss Havisham.”

“Will you forgive me?”

“I am not Pip, Miss Havisham. We’ve been over
this before.”

“But will you forgive me?”

“Why don’t you get some sleep?”

“No,” she says and goes wandering the corri-
dors, all the while muttering under her breath,
“will you forgive me?” And sure enough, there’s
another one standing in or rather pinned to the
landing, unspeakably crestfallen, as if bewitched
by an unseen beauty or possibly horror, one never
knows. “Are you ok there, J. Alfred?” At this, he
looks up with his face barely distinguishable from
the white wall behind. “Do I dare,” he says, “do I
dare to turn back and descend the stairs?” I try to
smile: “Yes, you will. But possibly not now. How
about a soft October night?” He doesn’t answer;
he never does. He seems to be a rather troubling
company for himself. “Is my hair growing thin?”
he asks while staring into the same mirror. “No.”
“How about my arms and legs? And this collar...
this collar-” he mumbles again. I know how it goes.
I cover the mirror with a quilt and pat him on the
shoulder. His face lights up, as if with the novel-
ty of his newest thought, which I already know by
heart: “Let’s squeeze the universe into a ball, and
roll it to-,”

“No, we won’t. Just get some sleep.” But I know
he won’t; none of us will. With the same hollow
look in his eyes, he asks: “But will there be time?”
I nod: “there will.” however uncertain I may be.
This is right when I notice the sound of the wa-
ter running, so Lady Macbeth is still awake. “Do
you need any help?” My voice jolts her out of her
stupor. “Yet, there is a spot!” I stoop and take a
closer look. “I don’t see anything.” She looks up,
scandalized. I know that she still expects us to see.
She holds her hands in front of her face: “Out,
damned spot! Out, I say!” Her screech is the only
thing making Kaliayeve break his interminable
stare and look around the house. Perched precari-
ously on the windowsill, he addresses us all: “What
about honor?” which always sends Lady Macbeth
into a violent sob. Kaliayeve never fully climbs in
or out of the window; it may be because I was hop-
ing for him to survive until the very last line.

A chilling breeze flutters around the room through
the kitchen window. To get there, I have to tread
as lightly as I can to make my way through the
heaps and heaps of willow-patterned teapots and
overturned cups. The crouched mush of folded
rags and faded fabrics jump up at the sound of my
feet, his left index finger and thumb intertwined
with a pair of scissors as if by an irreversible curse:
“Good thing you came! Can you take a look at my
watch? I’ve been making tea for centuries; it nev-
er moves.” I take the watch, and sure enough, the
hands are stuck on 4 o’clock sharp. “Mr. Hatter,
do you remember that we only just changed the
batteries?” He nods absentmindedly, absorbed in
the last stitch on the brim of the straw hat he’s
holding. “Would you care for a new hat?” he asks,
and I can’t refuse.

I reach to pick up the cups and the teapots, but
he stops me: “But it’s still time for tea!” I shrug;
maybe it is. It’s also time for Wordsworth’s morn-
ing walk. He is in the habit of asking all of us to
accompany him, so he wouldn’t have to “wander
lonely as a cloud.” But honestly, I get the impres-
sion that, on some certain levels, he doesn’t mind
being lonely as a cloud; after all, doesn’t that give
one more freedom?

The first rays of sunshine slip through the slits
of the curtains, and I know that soon enough, all
would disappear: Alfred, who’s now fiddling with
the coffee spoons, Lady Macbeth with the hem
of her dress dripping, and Kaliayeve on the win-
dowsill. I watch as the weak flame of Miss Hav-
isham’s candle dance into nothingness as the hats
grow fainter and fainter, and the Hatter appears
to be weaving thin air. I am alive, maybe more
than ever. I will forever have this oasis to get me
through the night.
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